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to Paris, after witnessing as an admiring spectator the
Feast of the Federation at Bordeaux, was struck with
the cheerful and law-abiding demeanour of the people
in Guienne, the Angoumois, Poitou, Touraine, and the
Orleannois, everywhere in fact, till he reached the Isle
de France and the capital; there discontent and sus-
picion prevailed, the nobility, he said, were .sullen,
the middle classes divided by. faction, the populace
ferocious.

Little more than a week before the ceremony in the
Champs de Mars, Mirabeau had a first and last interview
with the king and queen at St. Cloud. Marie Antoinette
with difficulty overcame the repulsion she felt for the
man whose name she could not dissociate from the
horrors of the 5th and 6th of October. But the situa-
tion fired Mirabeau Js imagination. He, who had wept
tears of humiliation when the wounds inflicted by the
insulting distrust of his colleagues pierced his triple
armour of self-complacent pride, brazen assurance, and
moral obtuseness, saw himself accepted as the chosen
champion of the queen of France, the daughter of Maria
Theresa. "Madame," he exclaimed, "the Monarchy is
saved." He would sooner die than not perform what
he had undertaken. There is no doubt that he was
honestly touched by the grace, the dignity, and courage
of the queen. The apathetic good-nature of Lewis XVI.
did not discourage him, it seemed to promise that the
king would be a passive instrument in capable hands.
Marie Antoinette also expressed her satisfaction after
the interview. Mirabeau was not the monster she had
expected, and she believed that he perhaps meant
honestly. But she had not the slightest-intention of